
Vol. 82    No. 23           Thursday, January 20, 2022
Subscription $32 Per Year               Single Copy $1

Grothman calls for treatments
U.S. Rep. Glenn Grothman, R-Glenbeulah, highlighted his

support for monoclonal antibody treatments for COVID-19 and
called on the Biden administration to increase the supply dis-
tributed to Wisconsin. Grothman has been in contact with the
state Department of Health Services, which reinforced the
state’s need for more treatments, especially given that only one
of three is effective against the omicron variant. In September,
the federal government took control of distribution access to the
treatments. Since then, states have experienced significant short-
ages in access to mAb treatment for COVID-19 patients, Groth-
man said.

Locating a
COVID test
gets harder

Pigeon Lake beats the invasive odds 
Treatment for Eurasian milfoil holds for five years, restoring popular lake to health

Ready to Rumble
Brody Krueger (above) tries to fend off a takedown by Kiel’s Kasin Noordik during
the Valders Youth Wrestling Club’s tournament on Sunday. Brady Mulhaney (left)
wears her game face; and Walker Ulness (below) tangles with Dayton Hornik of Kiel.   

–Journal Photos

By Mary Thomsen
Jan. 8 was a tragic day for a Valders family

left grieving the loss of both their mother and
wife, and their home. 

Maria Gonzalez Guerra fell ill shortly before
Christmas with COVID-19, her daughter, Eliz-
abeth Alzate Gonzalez, said. On Christmas
Eve, Elizabeth took her mother to urgent care
in Manitowoc and she was soon taken to Aurora
Medical Center in Two Rivers and then to
Aurora BayCare in Green Bay.

She would not return home.
“She had started getting better and there

was improvement, but then she started declining,”
Elizabeth said of her mother.

After a couple tense weeks of concern about
Maria’s health, the Alzates got the call no
family ever wants to get. On Jan. 8, the hospital
summoned them to Green Bay to say their
goodbyes because Maria, 45, was close to dy-
ing.

They rushed to the hospital, where Maria
died, and minutes after leaving the bereaved
family got another terrible phone call. Elizabeth’s
cousin had come to the Nordic Lands Mobile
Home Park in Valders, where the family lived,
and saw that their mobile home was on fire.

Elizabeth alerted him that her dog, a pit bull

By Todd S. Bergmann
Treatment aimed to kill invasive Eurasian

milfoil in Pigeon Lake had an unusual result–it
worked.

Gus Gospodarek, president of the Pigeon
Lake Association, said a recent consultant’s
report shows improvement in the rural Valders
lake because of treatment for the invasive
aquatic plant a few years ago.

“We are weed free so far,” he said.
The report produced by Onterra Lake Man-

agement Planning noted treatment took place
in 2017.

“We are thrilled about it,” Gospodarek said.
“That will be five years without the finding of
Eurasian milfoil.”

The association monitors water quality and
the presence of Eurasian milfoil and also hires
a biologist to measure several facets of water
quality and produce an annual report.

“It’s our report card,” he said. “It tells every-
thing about the good, the bad and the ugly.
We’ve got an A-plus.”

Tom Ward, an environment expert who re-
cently moved from this area to Vilas County,
said treatments subdue but seldom eradicate
Eurasian milfoil.

“Generally, it comes back,” he said. “Not
that it won’t.”

In Pigeon Lake, unlike in other lakes, Eurasian
milfoil has not returned after several years,

Ward said.
Gospodarek said he expects the invader to

return at some point.
“It is just a matter of when,” he said. 
Eurasian milfoil invades lakes, rivers and

ponds, thrives in areas which had natural or
man-made disturbances, exists at any tempera-
ture, and forms large, floating mats of vegetation,
which impede water traffic and prevent light
from reaching native species, according to the
state Department of Natural Resources.

Pigeon Lake had all these problems with the
plant, Gospodarek said.

“We had quite a bit of matting on the lake,”
he said. “You could not push a kayak through
it.”

As noted in the report, the presence of
native species in Pigeon Lake shows it is
healthy, Ward said.

“A lake that has been invaded by species
will have only two or three native species,” he
said. “This one has 21.”

Normally, the invasive species themselves
or the chemical used to eradicate them will kill
the native species, Ward said.

Although herbicide did reduce populations
of native species, he said these all recovered by
2021.

Gospodarek said he likes the return of native
plants to the lake.

“Right now, we are at a high point of what

the good species of plants are supposed to be,”
he said. “We do not have weeds that are taking
over like an invasive species does.

“When you get an invasive species, it takes
over and clears out other plants.”

When people try to eradicate these power-
grabbing invasive species, Ward said native
plants may get knocked down.

“There was a little of that in 2018,” he said.
“But, it looks like it all came back.”

One native plant that returned is watermilfoil,
Ward said.

“That’s a good sign that they were not
knocked out completely by the invasive,” he
said.

Northern and similar watermilfoils provide
cover for fish, and do not take over the lake
bottom, Gospodarek said.

The muskgrass population of Pigeon Lake
has increased since 2012, following a seven-
year decline, the report states.

Muskgrass ties up phosphorous to keep it
from polluting the lake, Ward said.

Gospodarek calls muskgrass, “good weeds.”
Other desirable weeds, such as slender and

southern naiads, had steadily declined since
2011, with an increase from 2017 to 2018 fol-
lowing treatment, the Onterra report said.
Slender naiad is a source of food for migratory
waterfowl.

By Todd S. Bergmann
The omicron variant has pushed the number

of coronavirus cases in Manitowoc County
above 18,000 and has put a strain on the avail-
ability of COVID-19 tests. 

“It’s the most contagious variant of COVID
that we have seen thus far,” Manitowoc County
Health Officer Stephanie Lambert said. “It’s
such a fast-moving variant.”

The omicron variant has a wide variety of
symptoms, similar to original coronavirus, Lam-
bert said, including fever, cough, shortness of
breath, chills, muscle pain, headache, sore
throat, new loss of taste or smell, respiratory
problems and fatigue.

The county reported 3,000 new cases of
coronavirus in the 25 days ending Monday,
sbout equal to the total cases for seven months
from March to October 2020.

Lambert said the total could soon reach
19,000.

“It is skyrocketing at levels we had not seen
before in Manitowoc County,” she said. 

The numbers do not include people who
take home coronavirus tests, Lambert said.

With people getting tested at more than four
times the rate they were a year ago, Lambert
said shortages of tests may develop.

“Testing is difficult to find in the county be-
cause of high demand,” she said. “Because of
that, we are asking people who have taken a
home test and the result is positive to stay
home and not seek confirmatory testing.”

People also should stay home for at least
five days after a positive test because healthcare

Family suffers
double loss with
death, house fire
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Comprehensive care • Emphasis on prevention

Gentle, caring treatment • Affordable fees

New patients welcome

Call 773-2525 or 684-8033 for an appointment.
           402 South 4th Ave. 3712 Kadow St.

St. Nazianz Manitowoc

WE OFFER:
• All Types of Welding
• Certified Welders on
   All Types of Metals
• Machining
• Cutting and Punching
• CNC Burning and
   Plasma Cutting
• Forming     • Painting

WE REPAIR:
• Industrial Machinery
• Earth-Moving Equipment
• Metal Items,
   Large or Small

5028 Hwy. 42,
Manitowoc

Ph. (920)
758-2491

Fax (920) 758-2599

WE’VE GOT STEEL!
300 Ton in Stock

Also stocking
Aluminum and Stainless

Take a chance at winning valuable prizes while
supporting these worthy community organiza-
tions. Raffle drawings are coming up soon...buy
your tickets today!
•  Jan. 29 – Winter “Miracle” Splash raffle to benefit
   special needs in Manitowoc County. Ten $500 prizes.
•  Feb. 5 – Kiel Cooperative Preschool Winter Carnival
   raffle. $500 top prize.
•  Feb. 28 – Holy Trinity Parish Perch Fry raffle with
   more than 100 cash and merchandise prizes.
•  March 27 – Inland Snowblazers raffle with $1,000
   top prize, and golf cart giveaway with $4,000 value.
•  April 24 – Ant Hill Mob Charity Motorcycle Classic 
   raffle. Top prize is Harley Davidson Street Glide or
   Polaris UTV.

We Print Raffle Tickets!
If your organization would like a quote,

call us today at 775-4431.

Sampling the Lake
Gus Gospodarek shows water samples collected from Pigeon
Lake in this 2017 photo. The lake has been free of the invasive
species Eurasian milfoil since treatment that year, boosting the
health of the lake.                                           –Journal File Photo

Shoppers frustrated by shortages
Stores struggle with supply chain interruptions again in stocking shelves

Lake

Grocery stores across the
country are reporting a return
of supply chain issues seen at
the start of the pandemic, with
some stores struggling to keep
popular food items on their
shelves.

Nick Hansen is an owner of
Hansen’s IGA, which has 11
stores mostly in western Wis-
consin. He said it’s been harder
to get orders in since September,
and now service levels are back
to where they were  in March
2020.

“It’s been a slow train wreck
here for months, and it’s just
gotten worse and worse,”
Hansen said. 

He said a lack of labor, either
because of COVID-19 infec-
tions or hiring issues, is the
biggest hold up for the industry.
That includes everyone from
semi truck drivers to workers
in distribution warehouses. 

Hansen said his business is
only getting about half of what
they order during a given week
because his distributor doesn’t
have enough employees to fill
orders.

“(Our distributor) even went
to the extent of limiting how
much we can order just because
they’re saying, ‘We only have
so much labor in our ware-
house,’ ” he said. “We’re trying
to prioritize the highest moving
(products), and there’s a lot of
variety that we’re just having
to say we can’t even order it
because we don’t want to use
up our cases that we can get.”

Hansen said his own stores
have had some workforce chal-
lenges. They’ve raised wages
to attract and retain workers
and feel lucky to have seen
fewer COVID-19 infections
this winter than they had at the
end of 2020.

Tim Metcalfe, president and
co-owner of Metcalfe’s Market
in Madison and Wauwatosa,
recently had been stocking pro-
duce at one of his stores all
week because they’re down
employees.

He said everyone at the store
is pitching in to make sure peo-
ple can still get their days off,
but they’re not immune to work-
force issues seen across the
supply chain.

“Every employer is feeling
the difficulties  that this surge
presents  in terms of staffing
levels or people that are exposed
that have to be quarantined,”
Metcalfe said. “It’s been a dif-
ficult market to find people to
work in the first place, just
training the applicants, but then
having to lose people because
of a surge in the community
right now has made things even
more difficult for manufactur-
ing, distribution and retail.”

Metcalfe said availability of
products has been a challenge
since the start of the pandemic,
but things were improving
greatly in December. He said
they had finally reached 98%
of products in stock for the
first time since March 2020,
but started seeing out of stock

notices from their distributor
popping up after the start of
the year.

“It’s kind of hit or miss.
We’ll have it on one item, you
know a certain type of milk,
let’s say 1%, but we have 2%,
skim, whole. And we have it
in three different companies,
but one company might be
struggling,” Metcalfe said.

Metcalfe said he doesn’t
think there is a shortage of any
products at this time. But he
said more serious supply chain
disruption could be on the hori-
zon if the current surge in cases
caused by the omicron variant
continues.

Brandon Scholz is head of
the Wisconsin Grocers Asso-
ciation. He said the current
supply chain problems are dif-
ferent than those seen in early
2020. The sudden increase in
demand at grocery stores, es-
pecially for cleaning products
and shelf-stable food items,
was the main cause behind
empty shelves early on. 

But he said problems shifted
last year when manufacturers
and distributors started strug-
gling to maintain their work-
force, either because people
were leaving their jobs or be-
cause of COVID-19 infections
and deaths.

“The workforce started to
leave various businesses in-
cluding in the supply chain,
those manufacturers, producers,
growers, others in the front end
that make the things….They
weren’t able to make as much
as they used to,” Scholz said.

With consumer demand still
high at grocery stores, Scholz
said all of these factors are also
why prices for some products

have gone up. But he said con-
sumers shouldn’t panic when
they see an empty shelf in per-
son or on social media.

“You and I could walk
through almost any grocery
store in Wisconsin today and
we’re going to find some cate-
gories that have empty shelves
or maybe half of what they
used to,” Scholz said. “But
you’re going to have a pretty
full store….Nobody wants an
empty shelf….But you can’t
put something on the shelf if
you can’t get it.”

He said after almost two
years of supply chain changes,
most consumers have gotten
used to accepting a substitute
for their favorite products.

Hansen said having a smaller
chain of stores has helped his
business be more nimble at
times. His stores need less prod-
uct to serve the small commu-
nities where they’re located,
and they’ve been able to keep
some hard-to-find items like
toilet paper on their shelves
even when the biggest chains
ran out. He said hearing cus-
tomers’ appreciation for their
independent business has been
an unexpected bright spot dur-
ing the pandemic.

But Hansen warns the scarci-
ty on grocery store shelves
likely won’t get better for
months and there’s little indi-
vidual stores can do to change
that.

“Be patient with people in
the grocery store. Those em-
ployees, they have to put up
with a lot and they’re doing
their best,” Hansen said. “People
are going to need a lot of pa-
tience here for the next month
or so, because what we got is
what we got.”

Metcalfe encouraged con-
sumers to continue showing
appreciation for frontline work-
ers like those in grocery stores
and to consider moving back
to shopping practices adopted
at the start of the pandemic,
like making fewer trips to the
grocery store by buying more
at once, in order to slow the
potential for virus spread.

Christine Hatfield of the Wis-
consin Public Radio news serv-
ice wrote this story.

Continued from p. 1
Gospodarek said he has seen

good numbers of geese and
ducks on Pigeon Lake.

“It is pretty cool to see them,”
he said.

Similarly, the report said that
Illinois pondweed had a sig-
nificant increase from 2018 to
2021. Despite its name, Gospo-
darek said Illinois pondweed
is a good weed and native to
Pigeon Lake.

In early stages of treatment
for Eurasian milfoil, Ward said
some fishermen were concerned
that treatment would hurt the
fishery.

“The fact that we have a
strong native plant community
will provide for a better fishery,”
he said. 

With Eurasian milfoil in the
lake, Ward said predator fish
often could not get at other fish,
which can stunt their growth.

Since the Eurasian milfoil
treatment, Gospodarek said he
has seen an increase in fisher-
men using the boat landing.

“Fish are plentiful,” he said.
“We have bass, crappies,
bluegills and northerns. There
are some walleyes that have
been caught. 

“We have a lot of activity
from fishermen to kayakers to
people who bring sailboats and
paddle boats. It is a very active
lake because people like the
clarity.”

Because of recent efforts,
Ward said the water clarity of
Pigeon Lake is good down for
more than 20 feet. This com-
pares to Silver Lake, where the
water quality is good until just
four or five feet.

“Good water clarity provides
good habitat,” he said. 

Pigeon and Cedar lakes are
the tops in water quality in
Manitowoc County, Ward said.

Likewise, Gospodarek said
he notices improved health of
Pigeon Lake.

“We’ve got a great healthy
lake,” he said. “It is what we
are proud of. That is why we
work on it every day.”

In addition to chemical treat-
ment, Gospodarek said that in-
spections of boat bottoms for
invasive species have also made
Pigeon Lake better for users
and native species.

Gospodarek said the asso-
ciation will continue to monitor
the lake for Eurasian milfoil.

While he sees no need for
further treatments, Gospodarek
said if future surveys show
Eurasian milfoil has returned,
the association “will begin the
fight again.”

“The fight will consist of
monitoring and zeroing in on
the areas where the milfoil is
and the areas where it was
years ago,” he said. “It will
probably come up where it ex-
isted in the past.”

Skyberg on dean’s
list at New Haven

Jordan Skyberg of rural Man-
itowoc was named to the dean’s
list at the University of New
Haven in West Haven, Conn.,
for the fall 2021 semester.

The 2020 graduate of Valders
High School is working on a
bachelor of science degree in
homeland security and emer-
gency management with a mi-
nor in criminal justice.


