
We use the power of the law to support grassroots 
groups working for environmental justice in the Western 
Great Lakes region 

Kim Wright, Executive Director 
Tressie Kamp, Staff Attorney 





Now more than ever! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wkQKVjEk9OQ


Enforcing the law 
is not optional 

 

We need science, 
not politics, to 

manage our natural 
heritage and 
maintain a 

meaningful water 
pollution permitting 

program 
 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
Lee Berquist 3-27-2015 





WI Wildlife Federation’s George Meyer released the following 
information on May 18, 2016 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL PENALTIES down 86% over 10 year average 
• 2015 $306,834 compared to 10 year average of $2,167,401 
• 2015 Animal waste violation penalties down 90% 
• 2015 Waterway alteration & wetland violation down 91% 
• 2015 Hazardous waste violation penalties down 100%!!!!! 
• 2015 Wastewater violation penalties down 97% 
• 2015 Public & Private water supply violation penalties down 90% 
• 2015 Stormwater violation penalties down 67% 

 
Meyer, former DNR secretary of 8 years “doesn’t buy that 
environmental violations  have dropped 78% since 2014.” 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 



After more than 4 years of expensive litigation, 
citizens prevailed in requiring the CAFO to 
monitor groundwater and to put a cap on the 
number of animals allowed under the permit.  
 
The victory resulted in numerous appeals 
fueled by industrial ag special interests and 
when they were unsuccessful, DNR’s Cathy 
Stepp rewrote history when she decided to 
ignore the ruling she agreed with a year earlier 





MEA has been providing 
legal services to citizens in 
Kewaunee County for more 
than a decade and each win 
is followed by back room 
deals with industry 



Mexico City, Mexico 
Population=21 Million 

Tokyo, Japan 
Population=37.6 Million 

WI=5.7 Million People          1 Cow= Waste of 18 People       
WI=5.7 Million Cattle, Calves & Dairy  
5.7 Million Cows create the Waste of 100,800,000 People 



May 13, 2016 
Editorial 



 
 

SECTION 1R. 227.10 (2m) of the statutes is created to 
read:  
227.10 (2m) No agency may implement or enforce any 
standard, requirement, or threshold, including as a term 
or condition of any license issued by the agency, unless 
that standard, requirement, or threshold is explicitly 
required or explicitly permitted by statute or by a rule 
that has been promulgated in accordance with this 
subchapter. The governor, by executive order, may 
prescribe guidelines to ensure that rules are 
promulgated in compliance with this subchapter.  

2001 Wisconsin Act 21 



October 20, 2015 
Petition of Corrective 

Action 
Filed with EPA on behalf 
of 16 Wisconsin citizens 

 
Citizens have significant 
rights within the Clean 
Water Act to address 
pollution when their 

government can’t or won’t 





 

 

Clean Water Act 

Federal-State partnership 
• Most states have primary authority 
• EPA oversight 

• Permit review, commentary, veto 
• Petition for Corrective Action 

 

• Regulates point source 
discharges of pollutants 
to waters of the US 
 

• Point source definition 
includes CAFOs 



 

 

Clean Water Act: regulatory gaps 

Production area vs. spreading fields 

Surface vs. ground water 

Milwaukee Water Commons 
& Overpass Light Brigade 



WPDES Program 

‘Above & beyond’ the Clean Water Act 
Regulates groundwater quality 
Regulates intra-state non-navigable 

waters 



PCA ‘101’ 
PCA broadly includes two types of claims  

 

• DNR doesn’t have the authority that is needs to 
issue water pollution permits in compliance with 
the Clean Water Act 

• DNR doesn’t operate their permitting program in 
compliance with the Clean Water Act 

 



Wisconsin passed the 
first numeric criteria to 

reduce phosphorus 
pollution in the nation in 

2010 



PCA ‘101’ 
Why file a Petition for Corrective 

Action? 
 

Skewed priorities, loss of resources and autonomy 
may allow Wisconsin’s water quality to backslide to 

pre-Clean Water Act conditions.  



Wisconsin River Before Clean Water Act 
Protections were Enacted  



Wisconsin River after 
Clean Water Act 

Protections 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
The Petition supplements specific permit challenges 

that take significant energy, money, bravery, and 
other resources from citizens, including Petitioners.  



DNR has not prioritized the resolution of 75 questions and 
problems that EPA voiced in 2011.  
 

Some of these deficiencies with the water permitting 
program pre-date the EPA’s 2011 notice. 
 

  This timeline doesn’t pass 
  muster when you look at 
  deadlines in the Clean  
  Water Act. 
 

  Wisconsin’s PCA is unique 
  for this reason. 

Lynn  & Nancy Utesch, Kewaunee 
CARES 





Jim Swanson has worked for years to solve the horrible algal blooms 
on Tainter and Menomin Lakes, a problem increased when DNR 
issues permits that don’t take downstream waters into account 



Dave Marshall, a retired DNR aquatic biologist has maintained 
critical data collection on rare species habitat in the Wisconsin 
River with his own resources knowing DNR management would 
not continue the decades-long project 





April Stone-Dahl, a member of the Bad River Band of Lake Superior 
Ojibwe was unable to share traditional skills with participants in an 
annual traditional culture conference because of pollution in Lake 
Superior  





 

What can I do? 
Remain confident that 
Wisconsinites care about 
clean water. Momentum and 
knowledge make this a key 
moment for our State’s water 
resources. 



 

 

Water 
advocacy in 

every corner of 
Wisconsin 



Regional watchdogs are key  
to addressing today’s challenges 



Regional watchdogs will change the conversation:  
Use a lens of property values, tourism, and other 

economic impacts 
 



 

Water groups & other regional watchdogs 
push the court of public opinion 







 

What can I do? 

http://midwestadvocates.org/news-
events/news/what-you-can-do-to-support-the-
protection-of-clean-water-and-the-petition-for-

corrective-action/ 

Some water group contributions 
to date: 
 

 Write a letter of PCA support to the 
EPA or DNR (COLA, BWBC) 

 Host a water-based training (RAW, 
COLA) 

 Keep clean water (and the PCA) at 
the forefront of discussions with 
legislators, etc. (LCV listening 
sessions) 

 Publications to educate and support 
the PCA (RRC) 



 

What can I do? 

Help others understand we can’t have clean water without 
effective government with resources and professional autonomy 
 
Let officials at every level of government know you care about 
clean, abundant water and expect them to 
 
Host a water documentary at your library or social club 
 
Letters to the Editor, Newsletter stories, Social media, call-in radio 
 
Hold in-district meetings for state electeds and candidates to talk 
about their commitment to clean water, hold them accountable 



The entire state assembly and all even numbered senate 
seats are up for re-election 

Make Water an Issue 
• Will you promise to repeal 227.10(2m) to restore the 

legal authority of our DNR to manage our water with 
sound science? 

• Will you protect the quantity and quality of our 
groundwater for future generations? 

• Will you pass needed legislation to fix Wisconsin’s 
Clean Water Act failings? 

• Will you prioritize clean, abundant water over special 
interest politics? 

• Will you restore citizen rights and open government? 





www.midwestadvocates.org 
midwestadvocates.org/pca 

 

@MidwestAdvocate 

/MidwestEnvironmentalAdvocates 
 


