
We use the power of the law to support grassroots 
groups working for environmental justice in the Western 
Great Lakes region 

Kim Wright, Executive Director 
Tressie Kamp, Staff Attorney 





Now more than ever! 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wkQKVjEk9OQ


Enforcing the law 
is not optional 

 

We need science, 
not politics, to 

manage our natural 
heritage and 
maintain a 

meaningful water 
pollution permitting 

program 
 

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
Lee Berquist 3-27-2015 





²L ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ DŜƻǊƎŜ aŜȅŜǊ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ 
information on May 18, 2016 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL PENALTIES down 86% over 10 year average 
Å2015 $306,834 compared to 10 year average of $2,167,401 
Å2015 Animal waste violation penalties down 90% 
Å2015 Waterway alteration & wetland violation down 91% 
Å2015 Hazardous waste violation penalties down 100%!!!!! 
Å2015 Wastewater violation penalties down 97% 
Å2015 Public & Private water supply violation penalties down 90% 
Å2015 Stormwater violation penalties down 67% 

 
aŜȅŜǊΣ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ 5bw ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ у ȅŜŀǊǎ άŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ōǳȅ ǘƘŀǘ 
ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ Ǿƛƻƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ  ƘŀǾŜ ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ту҈ ǎƛƴŎŜ нлмпΦέ 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 



After more than 4 years of expensive litigation, 
citizens prevailed in requiring the CAFO to 
monitor groundwater and to put a cap on the 
number of animals allowed under the permit.  
 
The victory resulted in numerous appeals 
fueled by industrial ag special interests and 
ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǳƴǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΣ 5bwΩǎ /ŀǘƘȅ 
Stepp rewrote history when she decided to 
ignore the ruling she agreed with a year earlier 





MEA has been providing 
legal services to citizens in 
Kewaunee County for more 
than a decade and each win 
is followed by back room 
deals with industry 


